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		           Progressing Ethiopia’s Agricultural Independence
Ethiopia has a population of 134,504,727 people as of 3/20/2025 according to worldometers.info. They have an urban population of 30,263,564 or 22.5%, and a rural population of 104,241,163 people. Ethiopia has a federal government of nine ethnic-based regions governed by a bicameral parliament, the type of government is a Federal Republic (globaledge.msu.edu). 34.08% of Ethiopian land is being used for agriculture according to trade.gov, and some of their top exports are coffee, fresh-cut flowers, fresh vegetables, and sesame seeds (tradingeconomics.com). Most Ethiopian families depend on their own farms to provide for themselves; an average household farm size in rural Ethiopia is 1.1 hectares and 0.9 hectares of that land is cultivated (openknowledge.fao.org). The climate of Ethiopia is very diverse, it is temperate on the highlands and hot in the lowlands, they have high plateaus and mountains and dry lowland plains (2009-2017.state.gov).
Average families in rural Ethiopia consist of 4.9 people and in urban areas it is an average of 3.9 people. Less than 3% of the population has piped water, 16.2% of the population live in houses without a dirt floor and 65.7% with a solid roof. 83.9% live in dwellings that they own themselves (open knowledge fao). A typical family's diet consists mostly of vegetables and meals are typically eaten with hands. A staple in their diet is injera, a sour, spongy, flatbread, typically served with a variety of vegetables, and possibly meat (togetherwomenrise.org). Their food is largely from their own farms and local markets, sometimes imported goods and in rural areas they cook their food over open-fire stoves (sciencedirect.com).
Families struggle with things other than providing for their families, such as not having access to clean water and sanitary toilets. 60% of people lack access to clean water and over 70% don’t have sanitary toilets, this brings about the issue of diseases (water1st.org). Around 60 million Ethiopians don’t have electricity and 45% don’t have a mobile phone (worldbank.org). A serious problem in the  case that someone needs help and can’t contact authorities or a health facility.
The connectivity to climate-resilient roads and bridges is limited, this impacts market access and contributes to food insecurity for over 20 million people (agrifoodecon.spingopen.com). This raises the problem of under nutrition levels in Ethiopians. Most smallholders are located in remote areas and are poorly connected to local markets, this results in high transaction costs. Creating another problem of people not being able to afford food when the prices are too high.
Poverty is a major thing, and very common in Ethiopia. Droughts and floods are also very common, not having strong enough infrastructure to survive such extreme conditions serves as barriers to families (mercycorps.org). These problems prevent families from earning a better wage and affording better and more food. This also makes it more difficult for families to get medical care.
In Ethiopia the livable wage is ETB 7,860 (USD 60) per month and the average living wage is 7,052 ETB (54 USD) (remotepeople.com). The average living wage is just 800 ETB lower than a livable wage in Ethiopia, showing that families struggle to make ends meet to provide for themselves and their families (globallivingwage.org). Children that help their families can be as young as 15 and above work to support their families and most jobs are agricultural (openknowledge.fao.org). The Ethiopian government provides free healthcare and schooling for primary, secondary and tertiary education (expatifinancial.com). This helps lessen the burden of parents providing for their families, though there is the problem that some families have to keep their children home to help around the house. This causes the problem of 90% of 10yrs not being able to read, the shortages of secondary schools does not help this fact (borgenmagazine.com and britannica.com).  The government may provide free healthcare, but some facilities are under equipped for the amount of sick people coming in making them overcrowded.
Climate change poses significant threats to agricultural productivity and food systems worldwide. Extreme weather events, shifting growing seasons, and changes in water availability directly impact crop yields. In turn, addressing these impacts ensures the resilience of food supplies. Climate resilient farming is essential to mitigate these risks, ensuring food security in the face of growing populations and environmental challenges. Moreover, this approach plays a critical role in protecting the livelihoods of farmers who are often the most vulnerable to climatic shocks.
Governments can play a crucial role in promoting climate resilient farming through various initiatives (unfccc.int). Providing financial assistance is one fundamental way to support farmers in adopting new technologies and practices necessary for climate adaptation. Additionally, offering education and training programs helps build farmers' knowledge and skills in implementing sustainable techniques effectively (pep-net.org). Furthermore, implementing supportive policies, such as subsidies for climate-friendly inputs and grants for innovative farming projects, are vital for creating an enabling environment where resilient agricultural practices can thrive.
To combat the effects of climate change, farmers must adopt innovative techniques. Utilizing drought-resistant crops is one effective strategy. These crops are genetically adapted to withstand low water conditions, ensuring steady agricultural output even during periods of scarce rainfall. Employing efficient irrigation systems, such as drip irrigation, significantly enhances water use efficiency and ensures crops receive the necessary moisture without wastage. Adopting agroforestry practices, which integrate trees and shrubs into farming systems, offers multiple benefits, including improved soil health, enhanced biodiversity, and increased resilience against extreme weather events.
Active community engagement is critical in fostering climate resilient farming. Involving local communities ensures that farming practices are tailored to specific regional needs and conditions. Partnering with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the private sector can provide additional resources, expertise, and support to farmers, facilitating broader implementation of resilient techniques. Promoting knowledge sharing and networking among farmers, researchers, and practitioners enables the exchange of best practices and innovative ideas, fostering a collaborative effort towards sustainable agriculture (fao.org).
For climate resilient farming initiatives to be successful, continuous monitoring and assessment are necessary. Establishing performance benchmarks helps measure the effectiveness of implemented strategies and track progress towards resilience goals. Conducting regular evaluations allows stakeholders to identify areas needing improvement and to adapt accordingly. By adjusting strategies based on feedback, governments and farming communities can ensure that resilience-building efforts remain flexible and responsive to evolving climatic conditions.
In conclusion, a multi-faceted approach involving government support, innovative farming techniques, community collaboration, and diligent monitoring is key to fostering climate resilient farming. This comprehensive strategy not only addresses the immediate impacts of climate change but also secures long-term food security and sustainable livelihoods for farmers.
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