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[bookmark: _Int_spnqh24M]Gun shots rattle off nearby and bombs detonate in the distance, yet 8-year-old Dunia remains unfazed as these are sounds she has become accustomed to hearing since birth. It is a scorching hot Tuesday afternoon, and Dunia should be in school, learning about multiplication and metaphors, but that is not the case. It has never been the case, and would never be the case, as long as Houthi, a terrorist group attempting to overthrow the government of Yemen, continued to demolish their infrastructure and deplete almost all Yemen citizens of their most basic rights and needs, including quality food, healthcare, and education. So, while Dunia should have been in school with her friends, she was instead walking three miles to the supermarket in search of any affordable remaining food to feed herself and her five younger siblings. This was a difficult task, as the average Yemen household survives off the American monetary equivalent of about $2 per day, which is considered extreme poverty by the United States' national standards (“What’s Happening in Yemen? An Explainer on the Conflict and Its Impact on Civilians.”). Although Dunia is fictional, her story represents the 2 million kids who are not in school due to the ongoing conflict in their country (“Education”).
[bookmark: _Int_8BmGTqus]Located in the Middle East, Yemen is ranked as the 10th poorest country in the world (Ventura). The topography consists mainly of mountains and deserts, resulting in a hot and humid climate year-round (Wenner). Despite the limited arable land and unfavorable farming conditions, agriculture is extremely important to the Yemen economy. 80 percent of the country’s national income is a result of agriculture, and the industry provides 54 percent of the working Yemen population with jobs. Additionally, 73.5 percent of the population is heavily dependent on income from manufacturing and trade specifically related to agriculture (Thamer). While farming is extremely valuable, the average farm size in Yemen is only about 1.1 hectares, which is significantly small when compared to that of similar sized countries, such as Finland, with an average farm size of 72.2 hectares (Ritchie). Although Yemen and Finland are vastly different from an economic, political, and social standpoint, their sizes are very similar. The relationship between a nation’s economy and its agricultural production is significant. Yemen farming is mainly subsistence based, severely limiting its nation’s economic profit not only in agricultural production but in other specialties as well. Developed countries such as Finland can devote more resources towards other technological advancements because of their successful agricultural production. They are able to expend fewer resources, resulting in lower food prices and allowing more citizens to work in other fields to aid in the country’s economic prosperity. Because Yemen devotes so many resources towards farming as it is necessary for families to obtain food, its economy is severely limited. 67.2 percent of Yemen’s 40,675,711 citizens occupy rural areas ("Yemen Population (Live)”). The remaining 38.2 percent live in urban areas and contribute to their country's economy through the gathering, processing, and shipping of Yemen’s main exports, which include shellfish, crude petroleum, gold, and scrap iron ("Yemen: Inside a Crisis- Food Security”). Despite numerous agricultural and industrial job opportunities, the unemployment rate is ranked 194th in the world at 17.22 percent (Taylor). Additionally, the destruction of valuable infrastructure and continuous internal disputes have hindered individual and economic development and enrichment. Consequently, the conditions in which Yemen families live largely reflect the poverty citizens must endure.
[bookmark: _Int_yvpZkLWW][bookmark: _Int_4mGvUYvH]The current living conditions in Yemen are a stark contrast from that of the United States and other high-income countries due to ongoing conflict. This is largely because 83 percent of the population lives in multidimensional poverty, which includes deprivation of basic educational, health, and infrastructure needs (“NRC in Yemen”). The average Yemen household consists of 7.4 people (Taylor). A typical dwelling can be found along cliffs or rock outcroppings and is composed of several stories. Families often live on the top floor, which is made of mud, brick, and windows for air circulation. It is typical for extended family to live together in one house, and the eldest male is the dominant leader. Women often assume more traditional roles of cleaning and cooking. A typical family diet consists of chicken, goat, potatoes, onions, tomatoes, coffee, and tea (Wenner). Unfortunately, recent price increases on food due to inflation have severely limited food options and increased the number of food insecure citizens in Yemen (Alsoswa). When local food markets are destroyed or prices remain too high, many people rely on humanitarian agencies, private sector companies, or food assistance programs to receive enough food for survival ("Food Assistance Fact Sheet- Yemen: Food Assistance”). However, due to persistent warfare and internal violence, agencies have been unable to reach those in need. Additionally, 25 percent of schools have been destroyed due to the conflict, 66 percent of teachers have been irregularly paid since 2016, and 5.8 million students’ education was disrupted due to COVID-19 (“Yemen Crisis”). Consequently, there are currently more than 2 million children out of school (“Yemen Crisis”). This means there are over 2 million children not receiving a proper education, a safe place to go during the day while parents work, and at least one guaranteed meal per day ("Yemen Crisis”). Not only has the education system suffered immensely, but 46 percent of all healthcare facilities are partially functioning or destroyed due to staff shortages and a lack of funds, electricity, medications, and equipment (Alsoswa). This scarcity of available healthcare services is detrimental to Yemen’s population, as many are experiencing an increase in bacterial-related illnesses, which can be attributed to the shared latrines used by most Yemen citizens. These latrines have poor drainage systems and are often found in open, unsanitary areas. Additionally, less than half of the population has access to clean water, which also leads to bacterial-related illnesses, along with severe dehydration ("Food Assistance Fact Sheet- Yemen: Food Assistance”). In the past, non-government organizations  such as World Food Program, UNICEF, and Doctors Without Borders have provided a significant amount of aid to reduce effects of Yemen’s struggling economy. UNICEF in particular has focused on providing children with access to clean water and quality education, along with giving low-income families cash to be spent on food and other necessities. In the past, their cash-flow program would reach over nine million families in one month’s time, proving its effectiveness (Ferguson). However, recent progression of warfare within Yemen has made it unsafe for organizations such as UNICEF to access citizens in need, further exacerbating the poor living conditions.
Yemen has been suffering from political unrest and internal disputes for decades due to its governments’ extreme instability. These growing tensions erupted into a civil war in 2014 when Houthi, an Islamic fundamentalist group, raided and overtook the capital city, Sanaa (“Yemeni Civil War”). This attack was a retaliation to the government’s violent response to protesters angered by president Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi’s enacting of cuts on oil subsidies. Additionally, an increasing population of anti-Houthi followers caused tensions to rise further. As the civil war has progressed, Houthi has continued to overtake Yemen while also engaging in external affairs. Houthi’s stability is largely thanks to funding and support from Iran, temporary support from Yemen's former president, Saleh (Saleh’s support ended in 2018 when he announced he was siding with Yemen to end the Houthi movement), weapons acquired from the black market, and Yemeni soldiers who have converted to the Houthi movement (“Yemeni Civil War”). In early 2015, Saudi Arabia intervened to help prevent Houthi soldiers from overtaking Aden, a crucial port city located along Yemen’s Red Sea coastline, by launching air strikes and creating a naval blockade (“Yemeni Civil War”). Despite their significant strength, Houthi was unable to hold their ground and pro-Hadi forces were able to regain and maintain control of Aden. However, Saudi Arabia’s decision to engage in the conflict led to the continuation of attacks between the two countries, leading to the displacement of over 4.5 million Yemeni civilians and thus increasing the severity of conditions throughout the country (“Nine Things to Know after Nine Years of Crisis in Yemen”). 

[bookmark: _Int_iNhbgRv5]External organizations, such as the United Nations (UN), have made multiple attempts at resolving the conflict and bringing peace to Yemen. In 2015, Yemen seemed to be making improvements, and through the UN, negotiated a temporary cease-fire. However, violence continued, and the already crucial humanitarian crisis severely worsened with a cholera outbreak in 2016 (“Yemeni Civil War”). By this time, clean water was inaccessible to about 75 percent of the population (“Yemeni Civil War”). Without proper access to sufficient health care services due to significant infrastructure damage, the spread of the disease was lethal, described as “the worst cholera outbreak in history,” (“Yemeni Civil War”). Additionally, Houthi continued to thrive due to its access to Hodeidah, a port city along the Red Sea, allowing an influx of imported weapons and profit on taxed exports. Saudi Arabia, in an attempt to weaken Houthi’s forces and bring an end to the continuous warfare, struck the port city in 2018 (“Yemeni Civil War”). While the attack aimed to take out Houthi forces, it instead had a detrimental effect on the citizens of Yemen as Hodeidah was a crucial point of entry for humanitarian agencies. Additionally, 70 percent of imported fuel, food, and medicines used by Yemeni citizens enter through Hodeidah (McKirdy). Due to the active violence, entry was cut off, resulting in the intervention of the United Nations, who once again negotiated a cease-fire. While it remained fragile, Yemen began to see promising improvements, including the withdrawal of United Arab Emirates forces in support of a cease fire over Hodeidah and dwindling conflict between Houthi and Saudi-led forces. Ultimately, the end goal for citizens in Yemen is to not only overcome the starvation, disease, and suffering currently being endured, but to also be able to rebuild by themselves, including both infrastructure and the government. The intervention of humanitarian agencies following conflict has proven successful for many underdeveloped countries, such as South Sudan. Ensuing a half-century civil war, the country with unlimited potential for agricultural growth was in dire need of assistance to rebuild its infrastructure and learn how to optimize its geographical advantages. Thanks to the assistance of Nespresso, Technoserve, and over $3 million invested by USAID, South Sudan now boasts tripled income for local coffee farmers, 25 percent of which are women (Thomson). In Yemen’s case, three of the most pressing issues are lack of access to education, food, and healthcare. Nonprofit organization World Food Program (WFP) has been aiding Yemen since 1967 by providing those in need with nutrition support, school meals, and resilience programs. Through their nutrition assistance, children and pregnant/breastfeeding mothers are aided in the prevention of malnutrition, and nutrition awareness sessions are made available to not only recover from malnutrition but also help maintain nutritional diets. In 2024 alone, WFP provided over one million school children with meals per month, combating Yemen’s hunger crisis while also providing local farmers and low-income families with an avenue to make money, thus stimulating the economy. Lastly, resilience programs aid in the renovation of roads, agricultural land, irrigation systems, schools, and healthcare facilities, once again providing Yemenis with work while also rebuilding the economy and uniting the country (“Yemen - a Humanitarian Crisis Caused by Civil War & Famine.”).  If conflict was able to remain at bay, Yemen could continue to receive assistance from agencies such as WFP that focus on both restoration and maintenance.
[bookmark: _Int_GWNV5Sm0]In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic immensely impacted the world’s society, health, and economy. As a result, any hopes of obtaining peace either within Yemen or between Yemen and Saudi Arabia appeared to be diminished. Before the pandemic, air strikes between the two countries had increased drastically. However, Saudi Arabia’s economy was hit particularly hard by the pandemic due to a decrease in oil prices, leaving them no choice but to issue an exclusive cease-fire with Yemen. Despite the temporary stall with Saudi Arabia, Houthi continued to meet resistance from forces led by Yemen’s President Hadi, who prevented Houthi from overtaking rich oil reserves at Yemen’s center. After Hadi resigned in 2022, handing his power over to a presidential council in an effort to ease tensions and bring the country closer to peace, Yemen once again started to see optimistic results (“Yemeni Civil War”). Internal violence between Houthi and government-led forces had diminished and in 2023, eager to finally be rid of conflict, Saudi Arabia appealed for a peace agreement (“Yemeni Civil War”). For the first time since the beginning of the war, a group of Houthi leaders and members from Saudi Arabia’s government met in person to discuss potential solutions. They came to an agreement that was strong enough to last. However, the eruption of conflict in Israel in October of 2024 forced Houthi to intervene and defend their allies, Iran (“Yemeni Civil War”). While altercations with Saudi had significantly subsided because of their agreement, Yemen now found itself in a full-fledged war with extremely strong military powers. Houthi’s decision to become involved in the Israel-Hamas conflict resulted in retaliation from the United States. In a statement given by United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III on October 16, 2024, regarding recent U.S. military involvement, he stated that he oversaw the strikes intended to diminish Houthi forces and secure United States personnel and supplies in response to the Iran-backed Houthis “recklessly and unlawfully” interfering with U.S. transit in a crucial waterway. (Austin). Due to these continued air strikes, agencies such as World Food Program and UNICEF have been unable to reach the 21 million Yemeni citizens in need of humanitarian assistance (“What’s happening in Yemen? An Explainer on the Conflict and Its Impact on Civilians”).
[bookmark: _Int_GAmAzdN0]A multitude of prominent agencies have provided Yemeni citizens with humanitarian aid by sending food, medicine, healthcare services, and money to areas that have been extremely affected by conflict. Along with the previously mentioned WFP and UNICEF, Doctors Without Borders has also proven beneficial in aiding Yemenis. In 2024, they worked in and supported 17 hospitals and 10 health care centers, providing emergency and pediatric care, specialized surgery, staff training, and donations of medications and medical supplies. Additionally, their organization has helped to treat more than 80,000 patients who have been afftected by Malaria, Measels, and Cholera outbreaks (“Yemen”). Despite the positive influence of such organizations, the country’s current state of active war has made it exceedingly difficult for them to continue accessing citizens in need. Not only does Houthi’s control of port cities make it difficult for members of these agencies to enter the country, but there is also the threat of Houthi soldiers detaining individuals who have arrived in the country with the sole purpose of helping citizens in need. The U.S. Department of State released a statement on September 27, 2024, regarding the detentions of United Nations’ aid providers, volunteers from international and national nongovernment organizations, and diplomatic staff in Yemen. According to the statement, the United Nations will not continue to place their staff in danger if the Houthis fail to respect global standards by interfering with diplomatic personnel (Miller). Without a mutual agreement between Houthi and international humanitarian agencies regarding methods of assisting citizens, the country will continue to see rising numbers of those who are starving, homeless, and dying.
In 2001, the U.S. waged war with Afghanistan to put an end to Taliban control and defeat the terrorist group al-Queda (Austin). Over the course of 20 years, $837 billion dollars were spent by the United States Department of Defense on the war, 2,443 American troops were killed, and 48,000 Afghan citizens were killed (“What We Need to Learn” Lessons from Twenty Years of Afghanistan Reconstruction Interactive Summary”). Despite continuous efforts to defeat the terrorists of Afghanistan, the United States decided to pull their troops in 2021, resulting in the restoration of Taliban control and consequently a refugee crisis. Mirroring the current warfare in Yemen, the conflict derived from an uncompromising terrorist organization. The United States’ controversial response to attempt to both attack the Taliban and aid in Afghanistan reconstruction has been studied, criticized, and used as guidance for how to handle future conflicts. It is crucial that the United States’ response to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and its effects are considered when deciding what the United States' most logical approach is to help the citizens of Yemen. 
The current main point of contention is Houthi’s involvement in the Israel-Hamas war. America's past attempts to occupy the country of conflict, such as Afghanistan, have proven disadvantageous. Therefore, it is in the United States government’s best interest to use Houthi and Saudi Arabia’s current ongoing peace agreement to their advantage to indirectly communicate with Houthi leaders. For non-government agencies such as World Food Program, UNICEF, Doctors Without Borders, and others to have safe access to Yemen’s citizens who are sick, hungry, and homeless, a deal between Houthi and America must be issued. Additionally, it is crucial that Yemen has access to imported food, medicine, and fuel, 90 percent of which is reliant on importation through large port cities, to begin restoration and healing (McKirdy). The strengthening of Yemen’s economy and society can occur if the Trump Administration communicates with the Houthis through Saudi Arabia to negotiate a cease fire. For this deal to seem appealing, both parties must be incentivized. To ensure Houthi holds up their end of the deal, the United States government can agree to allow Houthi to freely trade with whomever they please given that they do not interfere with incoming personnel and equipment designated for citizens without resources. While continuous trade with Iran and other terrorist organizations will not prevent Houthi from continuing to thrive, it is crucial that the United States' government's primary attempt at coming to a cease fire is not contingent on an abundance of requirements to prevent Houthi defiance. Once Yemeni civilians have begun to see reduced numbers of people in need, further steps can be taken to weaken Houthi’s power over the country. However, the United States will reap the benefits through the decrease in capital being spent on weaponry, along with the diminishing of terrorism, resulting in less Yemen civilians looking for refuge in the United States. Not only will this aid in improving the health and nutrition of Yemen, but groups that are particularly affected, such as expecting mothers, children, and the elderly, can have extra access to necessary means. 
[bookmark: _Int_6fG29rzB]Due to the lack of jobs and materials, infrastructure damage has remained a vital issue and continues to prevent Yemenis from receiving proper healthcare and education. By issuing a cease-fire, the United Nations and other nonprofits can resume their funding and contribution of staff to help with the rebuilding of Yemen. While not everyone can be in Yemen directly supporting citizens, many have the opportunity to support those who can. Donating to trusted organizations such as Doctors Without Borders, which uses over 84 percent of its donations for its programs, allows people from all around the world to aid in solving the crisis in Yemen and working towards peace in the world. It’s important to note that Americans should not overlook Yemenis due to domestic issues but prioritize aiding and raising awareness for the betterment of their living conditions. By advancing the Yemen economy and limiting extremist influence in the Middle East, the US will reap the benefits by having more global maritime security and enhanced diplomatic engagement, which will in turn boost the US economy and benefit American citizens. 
Overall, food insecurity in Yemen is a humanitarian crisis that has lasted for over 10 years and will continue to worsen as violence persists. If intervention does not occur, the number of children without schooling, families without food, and citizens without healthcare or homes will rise indefinitely. Damaged infrastructure will go unfixed, food markets will continue to be inaccessible or nonexistent, and the government will continue to lack any control. By putting an end to Houthi’s continuous interference in foreign affairs, the United States can also put an end to their strikes of retaliation. This will allow for the intervention of humanitarian agencies and private sector companies, who can enter Yemen and begin rebuilding what has been damaged, ultimately giving Yemen citizens the chance to build up the strength to become self-reliant and start to see improvements. While closing the lid on a decade-long civil war will not be without its challenges, the benefits will far outweigh the sacrifices, and millions of innocent lives, such as Dunia’s, will be salvaged. 
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